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ADGP welcomes new initiative to reduce drug errors
ADGP today welcomed the announcement by the Minister for Health and Ageing, Senator Kay Paterson, that two Divisions of General Practice had been selected to play a key role in the field tests of an e-health initiative designed to reduce problems with medication use. 

“Health problems caused by the incorrect use of medicines are a serious problem affecting thousands of Australians and causing 140 000 unnecessary hospitalisations every year,” 
Dr Walters said.
“MediConnect is an innovative new approach to reducing the health problems caused through the mis-use of medications and improving the quality use of medicines in the community.
“ADGP and a number of Divisions of General Practice advised the Commonwealth on the development of this initiative and I am delighted that the Ballarat and Northern Tasmania Divisions have been selected as key partners in the two field tests. 

“Divisions of General Practice are the only national infrastructure able to link the primary care sector with other parts of the health system and the community and therefore will play a vital role in the implementation of MediConnect.

“One of the most valuable components of the initiative is that for the first time GPs will have access to data on the non-prescription medicines that their patients are taking. 

“This clinical data is very important for GPs to take into account when making prescribing decisions, given the high rate of use of over-the-counter and complementary medicines and the potential for them to interact with prescription medications. 
“ADGP welcomes the additional resources that will be provided to Ballarat and Northern Tasmanian Divisions of General Practice to support their contribution to the field tests and looks forward to a continuing involvement in the initiative.
“In particular, we will be actively monitoring the security of the electronic systems used by the tests to ensure consumers can feel confident that their privacy is maintained and their personal health records are completely secure,” Dr Walters said.
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