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ADGP Immunisation Clearing House
ADGP has begun a revamp of the Immunisation section of its website and is seeking immunisation related resources for the National Division Immunisation Clearing House: http://www.adgp.com.au/site/index.cfm?
display=2748&filter=i&leca=63&did=91150308. The site has had over three hundred visits since early January and provides an important national platform for Divisions and other stakeholders to share immunisation resources.
National Divisions Immunisation Workshop 
Planning is underway for the NDIW which will be held on Wednesday the 2nd of August after the PHAA 10th National Immunisation Conference. This year the PHAA Conference will be held at Sydney Convention Centre from the 30/7/06 to 1/8/06 so book now as it’s only five months away!
NCIRS Newsletter & Fact Sheet
The latest National Centre for Immunisation Research and Surveillance is available on the NCIRS news and events page at: http://www.ncirs.usyd.edu.au/newsevents/. NCIRS have also produced a parent/patient resource: http://www.ncirs.usyd.edu.au/facts/resources_patient-parent%20concern%20about%20immunisation.pdf
Varicella Vaccines
There have been reports of children receiving the chicken pox diluent without it being mixed with the freeze dried vaccine (The diluent is in the syringe and the vaccine is in the ampoule). If you are not doing so already, advise practice staff to count the number of vaccines in their fridge and the number of syringes with diluent in them. If the numbers don’t match, practices can use their clinical software to recall the children who have received the inactivated vaccine.  (Source: Inner Eastern Melbourne Division of General Practice Newsletter) 
Provider Support
While many Divisions report the new schedule changes have gone well in general practice due to Division training and support (or this is sometimes due to an active local community health service), some Divisions have reported the following:
· some old Infanrix stock isn’t being thrown out 
· Varilrix school-aged catch-up has confused some providers

· there are some residual medical software issues (the MD3 fix for the Quadracel code was in HCN’s Dec news) 

· there is interest in 18 months varicella uptake statistics & whether any providers are sending out letters to parents of this age group.
· the initial Hib confusion (i.e. children who received it at 2&4 mths & then received an “extra” dose of Hib at 6 months) seems to have settled.

GPII Coverage Calculation Process
Some Division and practice staff are confused by the GPII process. Below is a flow chart that simply explains how Medicare Australia combines Medicare and ACIR statistics. The full Medicare Australia PowerPoint that explains the GPII calculation process and timelines etc will be available on the ADGP website mid-March or, alternatively, contact your ACIR field officer. 
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Figure 1.1 GPII Calculation Process– Source: Medicare Australia

GPII Infrastructure


ADGP is in the process of writing a submission for the Dept. of Health and Ageing regarding strategies that value-add to the program’s quality and safety efforts, and enhance the effectiveness, and coordination of local, state and national training and support infrastructure. 





Network and provider input, experiences, and views are sought and can be sent to Stephen Mann at � HYPERLINK "mailto:smann@adgp.com.au" ��smann@adgp.com.au�.











Stephen Mann – A/g Principal Advisor – Immunisation (ADGP Ltd)

Contact details: ( 02 6228 0839 ( 02 6228 0899 ( smann@adgp.com.au
Information contained within this newsletter is intended to inform you on immunisation issues with a national perspective. As such, it is possible that some references will require adjustment to be made specifically accurate for service providers in each individual State or Territory jurisdiction. For further clarification, contact your SBO Immunisation Coordinator or jurisdiction.
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There are two processes in the calculation

The Medicare history is accessed to determine which providers have treated the patient during the reference period. To calculate the whole patient equivalent.

ACIR Immunisation history data is extracted to determine the child’s immunisation status.

They then calculate the coverage rate for the practice and generate the GPII statements  










