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Launch of ADGP’s Primary Health Care Position Statement

Dr Rob Walters, ADGP Chair today launched the Australian Divisions of General Practice’s vision for Australia’s primary health care system.

In launching the position statement Dr Walters said “The key message in our Statement is simple and uncontested: we must have a robust primary health care system if we are to have a viable health system overall.  

“In the current environment an important element of any world leading primary health care system is going to be multidisciplinary teams and the essential role that GPs have within those teams.

“Patients as well as health professionals alike benefit from working together to plan and coordinate care.”  

He added, “The Statement is in response to the many challenges our health system faces – changing patterns of disease, our ageing population and the effects of a more health literate community.

“These are challenges GPs and primary care teams face every day in their practices.       

“The other fundamental aspect of our Statement is that Divisions are the solution to a better primary health care system.  

“No other organisation can access and link with GPs and other health players in the way the Divisions do. 

“The Network is the natural agency to be shaping Australia’s future primary health care system in collaboration with other agencies with a stake in primary health care.”        

“The conditions are ripe for change in the Australian health system.  The importance of the primary health care setting has never been more strongly recognised. 

“We have developed this Statement in consultation with our network, as our contribution to the debate”   

A copy of the position statement can be downloaded from the ADGP website, www.adgp.com.au. 
For more information please call Dr Rob Walters, Chair, ADGP on 0418 127 123.
WHAT IS ADGP?

· ADGP is the peak body representing 117 Divisions of General Practice and eight State-based organisations (SBOs) around Australia. The Divisions Network supports general practice and their practice teams and drives the implementation of innovative health strategies.

· ADGP, through the Divisions Network, works to integrate general practice with other sectors of the health system, both government and non-government, to deliver high quality care to the Australian community.

· ADGP is committed to promoting the health of all Australians by supporting the role of Divisions in the nation’s primary health care system.
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