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Palliative Care for Rural Australians

A rural palliative care community service announcement for television was launched in Canberra on Thursday the 15 September by the Hon. Julie Bishop MP, Minister for Ageing. This campaign forms part of the Rural Palliative Care (RPC) Program. 

This new palliative care campaign aims to raise awareness about palliative care services in rural areas and to assist rural families dealing with the life-limiting illness of a family member.  

Palliative Care is care provided for people of all ages who have a life limiting illness and aims to improve quality of life for patients and their families. Palliative care uses a team approach to meet the needs of the patient and their families.  It is delivered, where possible, in the place of the person’s choice – at home, in a hospital or a hospice.  

This announcement highlights the important role of rural palliative care services in enabling people with terminal illnesses to have a choice in staying close to their families and communities. 

GPs play a central role in providing and coordinating palliative care services and are particularly important in rural areas.  Divisions of General Practice around Australia support GPs to work together with other health care professionals and carers to provide high quality palliative care in rural communities.  

Australian Divisions of General Practice (ADGP) developed this campaign in consultation with peak palliative care bodies to raise awareness of palliative care services to rural Australians.  The campaign is funded by the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing and will run from mid-September in eight rural Australian regions including: North Coast of NSW; South East NSW; Southern Rural Queensland; Eastern Goldfields WA; Pilbara WA; Adelaide Hills; West Victoria, and; North West Tasmania.

Booklets and Posters have also been produced to accompany the television announcements and have been distributed to the Rural Palliative Care Program’s rural Divisions of General Practice. 
For more information about the Community Service Announcement please contact the RPC Project Officer Wendy Campbell on 02/ 6228 0835.[image: image1.jpg]adap>
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