
 
MANAGING ALCOHOL AND MENTAL HEALTH  

COMORBIDITY IN PRIMARY CARE:  
A NATIONAL WORKSHOP 

Victoria Room, The Hilton, Adelaide 
Tuesday 23 November 

 
 

PROGRAM 
  
 Facilitator – Meriel Schultz 
9:00 am REGISTRATIONS 
 
9:15 am 
 
 
9:30 am 
 
9:45 am 

WELCOME and KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
•  Dr Rob Walters, Chair, ADGP: Welcome and introduction 
•  Hon Christopher Pyne, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister 

for Health and Ageing: Project Launch and Opening Address 
•  Prof Ian Webster, Chair, AERF: Prevalence of comorbidity and 

its contribution to the burden of disease 
•  Dr Rob Walters, Chair, ADGP: The presentation of comorbidity 

in general practice and the issues facing GPs 
  
10:00 am 

THE POLICY CONTEXT              
•  Jenny Hefford, Assistant Secretary, Department of Health and 

Ageing, Drug Strategy Branch: The current policy context 
 
10:15 am 
 
10:35 am  
 
 
10:55 am 

RESEARCH FINDINGS: WHAT WORKS IN GENERAL PRACTICE 
•  Prof John Saunders, Prof of Alcohol & Drug Studies, University 

of Queensland: Screening and brief interventions 
•  Dr Michael Baigent, Senior Lecturer, Dept of Psychiatry, 

Flinders University: Managing comorbid alcohol misuse and 
high prevalence mental health problems 

•  Panel Forum/Q&A. Panel: John Saunders, Michael Baigent, Dr 
Chris McAuliffe (GP Advisor, Primary Mental Health Care, 
ADGP)  

Morning Tea 11:15 – 11:35 am 
 
11:35 am 
 
 
12:00 pm 
 
 
 
12:25 pm 
 
12:35 pm 
 
 

THE EXPERIENCE IN PRIMARY CARE 
•  Prof David Kavanagh, Dept of Psychiatry, University of 

Queensland: Comorbidity and the Australian Integrated Mental 
Health Initiative 

•  Kellie Marshall, Project Officer, Illawarra Division of General 
Practice: GP Education in Dual Diagnosis - Development, 
implementation and evaluation of an interactive CD training 
resource 

•  Prof Gavin Andrews, University of NSW: CLIMATE and plans 
for risk factor modules  

•  Dr John Litt, Dept. of Gen. Practice, Flinders University: 
Treating alcohol misuse under the Smoking, Nutrition, Alcohol 
and Physical Activity (SNAP) program in general practice 



         
 

 
Lunch 1:00 – 1:45 pm 

 
 
1:45 pm 
 
2:05 pm 
 

 
2:25 pm 
 
 
2:45 pm 

BUILDING SYSTEMS AND PATHWAYS IN GENERAL PRACTICE 
•  Margaret Cook & Ginger Gordy, Western Australian Association 

for Mental Health: Enhancing consumer input in primary care 
•  Assoc. Prof Moira Sim, Centre for Postgraduate Medicine Edith 

Cowan University: Linking general practice with mental health 
and drug and alcohol services 

•  Dr Tom Paterson, Lyell McEwin Health Services, Mental Health 
Division, Adelaide: Shared care between psychiatry and 
general practice 

•  Panel Forum/Q&A. Panel: Margaret Cook, Tom Paterson, Moira 
Sim 

Afternoon Tea 3:05 – 3:25 pm 
 
3:25 pm  
 
 
 

GROUP DISCUSSION: THE WAY FORWARD 
Challenges and opportunities for general practice to meet the needs of 
people with comorbid alcohol misuse and common mental health 
problems. 

Close 4:45 pm 
 
 
 


