
[image: image1.wmf] 

Mackay Division of General Practice Ltd

 

43 Evans Avenue,  Mackay  Qld  4740

 

Tel:  4953 4491    Fax:  4953 4681

 

Email: 

admin@mackaydgp.com.au

 

Website:  

www.mackaydgp.com.au

 

ABN 21 062 930 385

 


16 November 2004
Dr «First_Name» «Surname»
«Name»
«Street_Address»
«Street_Suburb»     «Street_Post_Code»
Dear Dr «Surname»
Re: Aged Care GP Panels Initiative

In an effort to address barriers to service provision, including coordination and support mechanisms to GPs providing services to residents in aged care homes, the Australian Government announced the Aged Care GP Panels Initiative (the Initiative) on 18 November 2003 as part of a broader set of changes being introduced to strengthen and protect Medicare.

The Mackay Division of General Practice has commenced planning for the Initiative as part of the new financial year funding. Implementation of a GP Panel in the Division will require GP and stakeholder consultation, needs analysis and evaluation.  We are endeavouring to capture relevant, timely and accurate information for GPs to be able to identify areas and issues requiring improvement around aged care resident’s access to medical care.  The GP Panels Initiative has been designed to supplement, and not replace, existing arrangements between GPs and aged care homes. Where successful arrangements are already in place in aged care homes, this initiative will provide an opportunity for aged care homes, GPs and the Division to work together to enhance and further establish these arrangements.

The first important step in the implementation process will be a GP Information and Discussion meeting. This meeting will be GP facilitated and provide an opportunity for GPs currently involved in clinical and quality assurance activities in aged care homes, and those GPs interested in participating in activities around aged care to meet, be informed and discuss issues relevant to the development of the GP Panel in the Mackay Division. An information flyer/date claimer has been attached to this letter for your response.

A GP/Stakeholder Forum will be held in the following month after the GP meeting.  At this forum, it is hoped that interested GPs and stakeholders will develop a charter of priorities for the GP Panel to address. Expressions of Interest will then be sought for GPs for the Aged Care GP Panel.  Monthly updates on aged care, aged care homes and the GP Panel Initiative will be a regular feature of the Divisional newsletter to keep all Divisional GPs informed. If you require any further information prior to the GP meeting, please do not hesitate to contact Deborah, Val or Natell at the Division on 4953 4491.

Yours sincerely


Deborah Bishop

Program Co-ordinator

Mackay Division of General Practice Ltd.




D Bishop
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