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Asthma

Detailing card
KEY MESSAGES

1. The Asthma Incentive Program (PIP) requires that practices 'sign on'

· this is the 'point of access' for further aspects of the program;

· a one-off initial sign-on payment of $0.25 is made per patient (ie an average full-time equivalent GP would receive $250.00).

2. A further service incentive payment (SIP-asthma) is paid per completed Asthma 3+ Visit Plan.  A completed Asthma 3+ Visit Plan, finalised within a timeframe of 4 weeks to 4 months, must consist of the following:

· at least three asthma-related consultations for a patient with moderate to severe asthma,

· at least two of these consulations to have been planned recalls,

· a diagnosis and assesssment of severity, 

· a review of asthma-related medication, and 

· provision of a written asthma action plan and education to the patient. 

3. The Division can support GPs and practices to participate in the program, specifically by offering services related to:

· the diagnosis and assessment of severity;

· the review of asthma-related medication; and

· education to the patient.

ADJUNCT MESSAGE

4. Participation on the program does not require that a stuctured recall system be put in place

· practices should however have some mechanism to ensure consultations occur within the required timeframe

· the Division can provide advice on this matter.

Script

· There are two levels of PIP incentive:

1. One off, sign on payment - $0.25 per SWPE, paid to practice.

2. Service Incentive Payment (SIP) - $100 per completed Asthma 3+ Visit Plan.

· The SIP-asthma is only available to GPs working in PIP practices that have registered for the sign-on payment and who have completed the requirements of the Asthma 3+ Visit Plan.

· An Asthma 3+ Visit Plan, completed within a timeframe of 4 weeks to 4 months, must consist of the following:

· at least three asthma-related consultations for a patient with moderate to severe asthma,

· at least two of these consulations to have been planned recalls,

· a diagnosis and assesssment of severity, 

· a review of asthma-related medication, and 

· provision of a written asthma action plan and education to the patient. 

· For the purposes of entry to the Asthma 3+ Visit Plan, the condition of moderate to severe asthma will be assessed using the following criteria:

· frequency of episodes;

· use of preventer medication;

· bronchodilator use greater than three times per week; or

· hospital attendance or admission following an acute exacerbation of asthma.

· The Division can assist with completion of the Visit Plan, by support in the areas of diagnosis and assessment of severity, medication review, and patient education.  Assistance can be tailored to the needs of particular practices, but a recommended approach is attached.  The recommended approach can be undertaken in a clinical or home-based environment and entails:

· 1 X 1 hour session:  assessment and education; and

· 2 X half hour sessions: medication review and education.

· To be eligible for SIP, GP consulations (3+) must occur in addition to support provided by the Division, but GPs will be relieved of a significant time-load.  GP consultations are still paid as a standard MBS consultation, with the SIP payment being an additional and separate MBS item payable upon completion of the Visit Plan.
