Funding for pneumococcal vaccinations

"On the 11 June 2004, the Australian Government announced funding for two new pneumococcal vaccination programs that will commence on 1 January 2005:

1. A universal childhood pneumococcal vaccination program that will provide free pneumococcal vaccine (Prevenar) at 2, 4 and 6 mths of age for all children born from 1 January 2005. This program will also have a catch-up component during 2005 for all children born from 1 January 2003 to 31 December 2004 who are up to two years of age at the time they are vaccinated. Children at high risk from invasive pneumococcal disease who are eligible under the current targeted National Childhood Pneumococcal Vaccination Program will continue to be eligible for booster doses of pneumococcal vaccine following implementation of the universal program in January 2005. While the introduction of Prevenar vaccine at 2, 4 and 6 mths of age will form part of the National Immunisation Program (NIP) vaccine schedules, it will not be included in the assessment of immunisation status in the calculation of outcomes payments for GPII purposes before 1 January 2006.This will give general practices time to adjust to this vaccine's addition to the NIP childhood immunisation schedule while not affecting GPII practice outcomes payments.

2. A National Pneumococcal Vaccination Program for Older Australians that will provide free pneumococcal vaccine (Pneumovax23) for those aged 65 years and over.

Further details about these Programs will be mailed to GPs in the coming months. Information is also available at: www.immunise.health.gov.au
