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Accessing PBS data from the HIC website

PBS dispensing data at National and Divisional level is available from the HIC website: Divisions of General practice page

Website: http://www.hic.gov.au/statistics/imd/forms/gpStatistics.shtml 

The screen shots below illustrate how to download PBS Dispensing data for your Division. 

Data is available by quarters, calendar year or financial year.   

Drugs are grouped according to their ATC classification.  You can drill down through the levels of ATC classification to the level of data you require. If you do not know the ATC classification for the drugs you are interested in, the World Health Organisation has an ATC index at : http://www.whocc.no/atcddd/   then Click on ‘complete ATC Index 2003’.   

Alternatively refer to the Pharmaceutical Benefits Schedule (PBS) online as shown below or the print version of the PBS.

It is extremely important to read all caveats prior to interpreting statistical reports otherwise incorrect conclusions could be made.  These are reprinted below.
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Printing and Downloading the Reports

General

· Medicare Benefits Schedule (MBS) item descriptions appear in the current Medicare Benefits Schedule book or MBS Schedule online (maintained by the Department of Health and Ageing(DoHA)). 

· The Pharmaceutical Benefits Schedule (PBS) statistics are based on all PBS and Repatriation Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (RPBS) items as described in the Schedule of Pharmaceutical Benefits or PBS Schedule online (maintained by the DoHA). 

· PBS item descriptions can be looked up in the current Schedule of Pharmaceutical Benefits book or PBS Schedule online (maintained by the DoHA). 

· Statistics are supplied for both the Pharmaceutical Benefit Scheme (PBS) and Repatriation Pharmaceutical Benefit Scheme (RPBS, ie. items supplied to war veterans and their dependants). 

· The ATC classification used in these reports corresponds to the World Health Organisation definition. The "Schedule of Pharmeutical Benefits" uses a slightly modified definition and so descriptions of some ATC level 3 categories and some drug placements are different. 

· For MBS reports there are "drill down" links on the generated report that will produce a report on all the groups and subgroups in a category or all the items in a subgroup. 

· If you require statistics at a more detailed level please contact us detailing your request and supplying your phone and fax numbers. HIC is not funded for data provision, charging on a cost recovery basis for providing more detailed statistics. 

· Provision of any statistical information is subject to privacy considerations. 

Definition of Divisions of General Practice

· For the purposes of these reports, a Division of General Practice is a geographic area covering postcodes, and in some cases parts of postcodes, allocated by the DoHA. 

· More than one division may operate within some postcodes. 

· A list of postcodes allocated to each division is available at http://www.health.gov.au/hsdd/gp/divspc.htm 

· The Divisions of General Practice are defined by DoHA (www.health.gov.au/hsdd/gp/index.htm). 

Medical Practitioners Included in the Data 

· General Practitioners and Other Medical Practitioners (who can claim Group A2 items- "Other Non-Referred Attendances to which no other item applies") who generate $1,000 or more MBS benefits in the quarter chosen are included in the tables. 

· The definition of a General Practitioner is specified in the Medicare Benefits Schedule Book. It now includes Major Specialty Codes 450, 187, and 203.

Allocation of Data to Divisions of General Practice

· Data is mapped to divisional boundaries using the postcode of the Medical Practitioner's principal practice location. 

· Where the postcode of the principal practice location is shared between several divisions the percentage allocation of the number of services, the value of the benefits and the number of Medical Practitioners are apportioned to the respective divisions according to the postcode's percentage split specified at the DoHA site www.health.gov.au/hsdd/gp/divspc.htm. 

Allocation of Data to Time Periods

· For MBS, quarter is determined by the date the service was processed by HIC, not the date the service was provided. 

· For PBS, quarter is determined by the date of supply of the pharmaceutical item by the pharmacy not the date the item was prescribed. 

· Financial and calendar year reports are an aggregation of the quarterly data. A financial year is 1 July to 30 June. 

· Quarters for MBS statistics are a three month period defined as: 

Quarter 1: from January 1 to March 31 
Quarter 2: from April 1 to June 30 
Quarter 3: from July 1 to September 30 
Quarter 4: from October 1 to December 31 

· Figures may vary according to the number of processing days in a month, which depends on the number of days in the month, public holidays, overtime worked etc. 

MBS Data Represented in the Reports

· The reports only relate to the value (benefit) or volume of services that have been processed by HIC. 

· These reports include only those services that are rendered or referred by a Medical Practitioner as defined above, that qualify for a benefit, and for which a claim has been processed by HIC. 

· The referred totals do not include ordered services that were performed by the same Medical Practitioner who ordered them (self referred). 

· The figures do not include services provided to public patients in public hospitals or services that qualify for a benefit under the Department of Veterans Affairs National Treatment Account. 

· MBS data is made available shortly after the quarter has completed. MBS data is based on date of processing of the claim at HIC. 

PBS/RPBS Data Represented in the Reports

· Medicines which may be prescribed under the PBS and RPBS are listed in the Schedule of Pharmaceutical Benefits (the Yellow Book) 

· Patient Contributions - General patients, who do not hold a concession card (General - Ordinary), pay a maximum contribution towards the cost of each PBS medicine. The maximum General patient contribution is specified in the Schedule of Pharmaceutical Benefits. The Government pays the remainder. Holders of a Department of Social Security or a Department of Veterans' Affairs treatment card may pay a contribution towards the cost of each PBS or RPBS medicine. The value of this contribution is specified in the Schedule of Pharmaceutical Benefits 

· Only items contained in the Pharmaceutical Benefits Schedule appear in these statistics. Items supplied to General patients, costing less than the General patient contribution rate, do not receive a PBS benefit and are therefore not included. 

· The reports only relate to the value (benefit) or volume (items) of PBS and RPBS items that have been processed by HIC. 

· The figures refer only to paid items processed from claims presented by approved pharmacies. 

· The figures do not include any adjustments made against pharmacists' claims, any manually paid claims or any benefits paid as a result of retrospective entitlement or refund of patient contributions. 

· The figures do not include items provided to public patients in public hospitals. 

· The figures do not contain Section 100 items (highly specialised drugs available through hospital pharmacies for out-patients). 

· PBS/RPBS data is delayed until the following quarter has passed, due to the time lag involved between the supply, and the subsequent processing of the claim. PBS data is based on the date of supply by the pharmacy. 

Disclaimer

· HIC has taken every care to ensure the data supplied is accurate but does not warrant that the data is error free and does not accept any liability for errors or omissions in the data. 
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Go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.hic.gov.au/statistics/imd/forms/gpStatistics.shtml" ��http://www.hic.gov.au/statistics/imd/forms/gpStatistics.shtml� 





Click on the down arrow and scroll down to the division you are interested in. 





Click on the down arrow and highlight ‘PBS information’ 





1. Select ‘by time period’ rows





2. Select the time period you require: quarter, financial year or calendar year





3. Select start and end date.





Click ‘Create report’





If you do not know the ATC classification for the drug/ drug group you are interested in, scroll down this page to the section entitled ‘General’  and go to the PBS schedule online





Click on PBS Schedule online





Click on the ATC Level 1 classification for the drug/ drug group you are interested in 





2. Click ‘Search item’





1. Click on the down arrow, to select the generic/ proprietary name or code from this list e.g. ‘cimetidine’


Alternatively look the drug up in the index of the print version of the Schedule of Pharmaceutical Benefits. 





2. Click on Downloading statistical information for further instructions on how to download the statistics into a spreadsheet. 


We have found that saving the file as an excel workbook as shown below is the preferred option.





1. At the bottom of all tables there is a button ‘Download to Excel’. 


When you reach the level of report you require click on this button to export your data to an Excel spreadsheet 





Click here for further details about cimetidine’s ATC Classification








This is where cimetidine and other like drugs (H2 receptor antagonists) are found in the ATC Classification








Select ‘save as’





1. Select the directory in which you wish to save the spreadsheet





3. IMPORTANT: Save as ‘Microsoft Excel Workbook’ 





2. You can amend the file name here.
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