

Privacy information for Divisions involved in EDQUM
Underlying Principle:

· EDQUM activities within a Division of General Practice is a quality assurance activity aimed at improving patient health outcomes
Context:
The main source of information in regard to EDQUM activities will most likely be from the various GP prescribing and patient management systems. These systems will contain (varying in completeness) the whole spectrum of patient information including, personal health information, sensitive information, and health service. This information is covered by State and Commonwealth legislation. In the sense that this is the main type of information that Divisions will be handling the following table focuses on that information with an assumption of the information type is being disclosed to a third party ie: A Division of General Practice under quality assurance activities of EDQUM.
Purpose of the document:

This table is intended to serve as a quick guide to staff at Divisions of General Practice to ascertain whether the information they are intending to collect complies with good privacy practice. It is not intended to contain all the answers to information about privacy and security that is required to carry out activities (EDQUM or otherwise). The onus is on the Division to ensure they are adequately informed about their State and Commonwealth legislative requirements and to ensure they are complying within legal boundaries. 
	Type of information
	Definition
	GP consent required
	Patient consent required
	Ethics approval required
	Supporting information

	Identified or potentially identifiable GP desktop data
 - aggregate or individual
	Information that is able to identify patients or reasonably ascertain their identify from the information (eg: name, address, medicare number, date of consultation, date of prescription, postcode, date of birth).
	YES
GPs must consent for Division staff to access their information or to transfer their information to the Division for analysis. 
	YES
Patients must consent to any proposed disclosure to a third party (ie: a Division of General Practice)

	Ethics approval may be required dependant on the activity if for research and or quality assurance activities it would be appropriate to consult an ethics committee.
	The RACGP has a National Research and Evaluation Ethics Committee that is able to support GPs and Divisions conducting research in primary care. The link is:
http://www.racgp.org.au/document.asp?id=523
Most Universities and large teaching hospitals also have ethics committees that could also be used as a resource.


	De-identified GP desktop data.
- aggregate 
	Information unable to ever be identified to a particular individual. Where data is aggregated there should be a minimum number of people in each sub-group to avoid identification. NH&MRC specify a minimum of five in each cell.
	YES
GPs must consent for Division staff to access their information or to transfer their information to the Division for analysis.
	NO 
It is appropriate that the patient is aware that their information although not identifiable is used for quality assurance activities and given the opportunity to ‘opt out’ of the activity.
	NO
RACGP approval is required for the allocation of QA points. The RACGP may require privacy issues to be addressed.
	The RACGP has a range of templates that Divisions may wish to peruse to assist GPs in providing generic information about privacy to their patients which also covers activities likely to be undertaken through GPs involved in EDQUM activities. The link is:

http://www.racgp.org.au/document.asp?id=8549




