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SUPPORTING MENTAL HEALTH CARE 

 
I am pleased to announce a renewed Coalition commitment to mental health care and mental 
health promotion. 
 
Through this commitment, we will provide more resources for primary mental health care and 
for reducing the burden of depression in Australia.  More resources will also be available for 
the detection, prevention and early intervention in mental health problems in young people. 
 
A re-elected Coalition Government will continue and expand the successful Better Outcomes 
in Mental Health Care Initiative to enable us to support GPs to give more time and greater 
assistance to people with mental health needs. 
 
Additional annual funding, totalling $30 million over 4 years, will be provided to address new 
issues and allow a greater focus on rural and remote primary mental health care. 
 
Priority will be given in the continuation of the current Initiative to the expansion of the 
Access to Allied Health Services component to enable more GPs to access allied health 
services, such as psychologists, for their patients with mental health problems. 
 
Further funding of $30 million over three years will be provided to beyondblue to continue 
their important work in changing community attitudes, supporting early intervention and 
improving services for people with depression, anxiety and related disorders. 
 
This funding will enable beyondblue to progress their key priorities including building on 
their school and youth depression activities and developing prevention programs for men, the 
elderly and indigenous Australians. It will also assist beyondblue to establish a national 
postnatal depression program and to continue to target workplace depression. 
 
Three quarters of mental health problems begin before the age of 25 years. Early intervention 
to address mental health problems in young people is vital.  
 
New funding of $50 million over 4 years will be provided to address mental health, including 
addiction problems, in young people. The new funding will be available for a range of 
activities aimed at assisting GPs in the detection, early intervention and ongoing management 
of mental health problems in young people. 
 
Since 1996, the Coalition Government has made a substantial investment in mental health 
care. Funding has been provided for mental health services through the Australian Health 
Care Agreements, Medicare and the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme. 
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Today’s announcement makes a further investment of $110 million over four years. 
 
The Coalition Government will continue to invest in strategies that give all Australians, 
particularly young Australians, the best chance of leading happy and productive lives. 
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